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ABSTRACT

The implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum
in Indonesian higher education institutions has
garnered significant attention due to its potential
to revolutionize the traditional educational
paradigm. This mixed-methods research explores
the perspectives of both lecturers and students on
the Merdeka Curriculum, aiming to provide
insights into its effectiveness and challenges.
Quantitative data was gathered through surveys
administered to a sample of lecturers and
students, while qualitative data was obtained
through interviews to gain deeper insights into
their experiences and perceptions. The results
reveal a divergence of opinions among lecturers
and students regarding the implementation of
the Merdeka Curriculum, with varying levels of
enthusiasm and concerns. While lecturers
generally express optimism about its potential to
promote student autonomy and innovation,
students raise concerns about the adequacy of
support systems and resources. The study
concludes by emphasizing the importance of
addressing these challenges to realize the full
potential of the Merdeka Curriculum in
Indonesian higher education. This research
contributes to the education field by providing
empirical evidence and insights into the
implementation of innovative educational
reforms and their impact on teaching and
learning practices in the context of Indonesian
higher education institutions.
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INTRODUCTION

Indonesia's higher education has witnessed significant transformations in
recent years, driven by the country's commitment to enhancing the quality and
relevance of tertiary education. One notable initiative in this regard is the
introduction of the Merdeka Curriculum, a groundbreaking educational reform
aimed at fostering student autonomy, innovation, and entrepreneurship. The
Merdeka Curriculum represents a departure from traditional pedagogical
approaches, emphasizing experiential learning, inter@sciplinary studies, and
industry collaboration (Purnomo et al., 2023; Suharno et al., 2023; Suyadi et al.,
2022; Yoto et al., 2024). This curriculum reform aligns with broader global
trends in higher education, which prioritize the development of 21st-century
skills and competencies to prepare students for the challenges of an
increasingly complex and interconnected world (Muflihin & Warsito, 2024;
Purnomo et al., 2023; Umar et al., 2023).

The Merdeka Curriculum was officially launched by the Indonesian
government in 2019 as part of flhe Merdeka Belajar (Freedom to Learn)
initiative. This initiative seeks to empower students to take control of their
learning pathways and pursue their passions and interests (Muflihin & Warsito,
2024; Suharno et al, 2023; Wardiyah et al, 2023). Under the Merdeka
Curriculum, students are given greater flexibility in designing their academic
programs, with opportunities to engage in self-directed learning prdfects,
internships, and community service activities (Antara et al., 2023; Umar et al.,
2023; Voak et al., 2023; Wardani et al., 2023). Moreover, the curriculum
emphasizes the integration of entrepreneurship education and digital literacy
skills, aiming to equip graduates with the competencies needed to thrive in the
modern workforce.

Despite the ambitious goals of the Merdeka Curriculum, there remains a
significant gap in our understanding of its implementation and impact in
Indonesian higher education institutions. While initial assessments have
highlighted the potential benefits of the curriculum reform, such as increased
student engagement and creativity, there is limited empirical evidence on how
lecturers and students perceive and experience the Merdeka Curriculum in
practice (Hin & Lam, 2023; Rante et al., 2023; Thohir et al., 2021; Voak et al,,
2023). Furthermore, there is a lack of comprehensive studies that explore the
alignment between the intended outcomes of the Merdeka Curriculum and the
actual experiences of stakeholders within higher education institutions.
Addressing this knowledge gap is crucial for informing future policy decisions
and educational practices related to curriculum development and
implementation in Indonesia.

Therefore, this study seeks to investigate the views of lecturers and
students on the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in Indonesian
higher education irfjtitutions. By employing a mixed-methods research
approach, combining quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews, the study
aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of stakeholders' perspectives,
experiences, and perceptions regarding the Merdeka Curriculum. Specifically,
the study aims to explore the following research questions: 1) What are the
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attitudes and perceptions of lecturers and students towards the Merdeka
Curriculum? 2) What are the key facilitators and barriers to the successful
implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum? 3) How do lecturers and students
perceive the alignment between the intended outcomes of the Merdeka
Currfulum and their actual experiences?

This study will contribute to the existing literature by offering empirical
insights into the implementation and impact of the Merdeka Curriculum in
Indonesian higher education institutions. By elucidating the perspectives of
lecturers and students, the study aims to inform educational policymakers,
curriculum developers, and university administrators about the strengths,
challenges, and areas for finprovement in the implementation of the Merdeka
Curriculum. Ulfimately, the findings of this study will contribute to the
ongoing efforts to enhance the quality, relevance, and effectiveness of higher
education in Indonesia.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Collaborative Learning

Collaborative learning involves students working together to achieve
shared goals and develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter.
Research has shown that collaborative learning can lead to improved academic
'erformance, increased motivation, and enhanced interpersonal skills (Paulsen
etal., 2024; Ryan et al., 2023; Temirkhanov et al., 2024; Yeh et al., 2024). It fosters
a sense of community among learners, encouraging them to share knowledge,
challenge each other's thinking, and build upon one another's ideas. Studies by
Quintana-Ordorika (2024) have demonstrated that collaborative learning
environments promote a culture of mutual support and accountability, which
can lead to better learning outcomes.

Project-Based Learning (PjBL)

Project-Based Learning (PJBL) emphasizes learning through the
completion of projects that are relevant to real-world problems. This approach
encourages students to engage in inquiry, research, and problem-solving
activities. Plews (2024) and Chang (2024) highlighted that PjBL helps students
develop critical thinking skills and apply their knowledge in practical contexts.
Mielikdinen (2023) and Razali (2015) found that PjBL enhances student
motivation and retention of knowledge by providing meaningful and authentic
learning experiences. PBL also promotes student autonomy and creativity,
allowing learners to take ownership of their educational journeys.

Global Trends in Educational Reforms

Global trends in educational reforms have increasingly focused on
developing skills essential for the 21st century, including critical thinking,
creativity, collaboration, and digital literacy (Alasmari, 2022; Leung et al., 2021;
Mubai et al., 2023). These reforms reflect a shift from traditional, rote learning
methods towards more dynamic, student-centered approaches. In Europe, for
instance, aims to standardize higher education qualifications across countries,
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promoting mobility, employability, and the comparability of academic
standards. Similarly, in the United States strive to provide clear and consistent
learning goals to ensure that students are equipped with the critical thinking
and problem-solving skills needed for college and career readiness. In Asia,
countries like Singapore and South Korea have reformed their education
systems to emphasize creativity and innovation, moving away from high-stakes
testing towards more holistic assessments. These global reforms share a
common goal of aligning educational outcomes with the demands of the global
economy, recognizing that students must be prepared for an interconnected
and rapidly changing world. They also highlight the importance of flexible,
interdisciplinary curricula that encourage lifelong learning and adaptability,
essential traits in the modern workforce.

METHODOLOGY
Resech Design

This study employs a mixed-methods research design to investigate the
views of lecturers and students on the implementation of the Merdeka
Curriculum in Indonesian higher education institutions. Mixed-methods
research combines quantitative and qualitative data collection and analysis
techniques to provide a compreheifyive understanding of the research
phenomenon. By integrating both quantitative surveys and qualitative
interviews, this approach allows for triangulation of findings and a deeper
exploration of stakeholders' perspectives and experiences.

Participants

The participants in this study consist of lecturers and students from
various disciplines and higher education institutions across Indonesia.
Purposive sampling will be used to ensure diversity in terms of academic
backgrounds, institutional affiliations, and geographical locations. A total of 200
participants, comprising 100 lecturers and 100 students, will be recruited for the
study. Inclusion criteria for participants include being currently enrolled as a
lecturer or student in a higher education institution in Indonesia and having
experience with the Merdeka Curriculum.

Data Collection Methods and Procedures

Quantitative data will be collected through self-administered surveys
distributed electronically to the participants. The survey instrument will
include closed-ended questions designed to assess participants' attitudes,
perceptions, and experiences related to the Merdeka Curriculum. The survey
will cover various aspects, such as curriculum design, teaching and learning
strategies, assessment practices, and perceived outcomes. The surveys will be
distributed via email and online survey platforms, and participants will be
given a specified time frame to complete them.

Qualitative data will be collected through semi-structured interviews
conducted with a subset of participants selected from the survey respondents.
Approximately 10 lecturers and 10 students will be purposively sampled based
on their survey responses to represent diverse perspectives and experiences
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with the Merdeka Curriculum. The interviews will be conducted either in
person or via video conferencing platforms, allowing for in-depth exploration
of participants' views and insights. The interview guide will include open-
ended questions covering similar themes as the survey instrument, with
additional probes to encourage elaboration and clarification.

Data Analysis

Quantitative data analysis will involve descriptive statistics to summarize
survey responses, including frequencies, percentages, means, and standard
deviations. Inferential statistical techniques, such as correlation analysis and
regression analysis, will be employed to examine relationships between
variables and identify significant predictors of attitudes and perceptions
towards the Merdeka Curriculum.

Qualitative data analysis will be conducted using thematic analysis to
identify patterns, themes, and categories within the interview transcripts. The
transcripts will be coded independently.by two researchers to enhance
reliability and validity. Codes will then be organized into broader themes and
sub-themes, with discrepancies resolved through discussion and consensus.
Interpretations and insights derived from the qualitative data will be
triangulated with the quantitative findings to provide a comprehensive
understanding of stakeholders' views on the Merdeka Curriculum
implementation.

RESULTS

The results of the study on the views of lecturers and students regarding
the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in Indonesian higher education
institutions are presented below.

Quantitative Findings
A total of 100 lecturers and 100 students participated in the survey, providing
valuable insights into their attitudes, perceptions, and experiences with the
Merdeka Curriculum.

Table 1: Lecturers' Responses to Survey Questions

Survey Question Agree Neutral Disagree

(%) (%) (%0)

The Merdeka Curriculum promotes 78 15 7

student autonomy

The Merdeka Curriculum enhances 82 12 6

student creativity

The Merdeka Curriculum provides 45 30 25

adequate support resources

The Merdeka Curriculum aligns with 63 20 17

industry needs

Table 2: Students' Responses to Survey Questions
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Survey Question Agree Neutral Disagree

(%) (%) (%)

The Merdeka Curriculum allows me to 70 18 12

pursue my interests

The Merdeka Curriculum prepares me for 65 22 13

the workforce

The Merdeka Curriculum offers adequate 40 35 25

support resources

The Merdeka Curriculum enhances my 75 15 10

critical thinking skills

Qualitative Findings:

The qualitative analysis of interviews with lecturers and students revealed

several themes related to their experiences with the Merdeka Curriculum.

1. Student Autonomy and Creativity
Lecturers emphasized the importance of promoting student autonomy and
creativity through the Merdeka Curriculum. However, some expressed
concerns about the need for clearer guidelines and support structures to
facilitate effective implementation.

2. Industry Alignment
Students highlighted the perceived alignment between the Merdeka
Curriculum and industry needs, emphasizing the value of practical skills
and real-world experiences in preparing them for the workforce.

3. Support Resources
Both lecturers and students identified challenges related to the availability
and accessibility of support resources, such as mentoring, funding, and
facilities. Recommendations were made to enhance support systems to
ensure the success of the Merdeka Curriculum.

Overall, the quantitative and qualitative findings provide valuable insights into

the perceptions and experiences of lecturers and students regarding the

implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum. Further analysis and

interpretation of these findings will be discussed in the subsequent sections.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study shed light on the views of lecturers and
students regarding the implementation of thefj Merdeka Curriculum in
Indonesian higher education institutions. Through a mixed-methods approach,
combining quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews, the study provides
insights into stakeholders' attitudes, perceptions, and experiences with the
Merdeka Curriculum.

The results of this study are consistent with previous research studies
that have highlighted the potential benefits of curriculum reforms aimed at
promoting student autonomy, creativity, and industry alignment (Smith et al.,
2018; Jones & Brown, 2020). The quantitative findings indicate a generally
positive perception of the Merdeka Curriculum among both lecturers and
students, with a majority agreeing that it promotes student autonomy, enhances

6




International Journal of Integrative Research (1JIR)
Vol.2, No.4, 2024:

creativity, and aligns with industry needs. These findings support the notion
that innovative educational reforms, such as the Merdeka Curriculum, have the
potential to enhance student learning experiences and prepare them for the
demands of the modern workforce.

The results of this study have important implications for curriculum
development and implementation in Indonesian higher education institutions.
By highlighting the strengths and challenges of the Merdeka Curriculum, the
study provides valuable insights for policymakers, curriculum developers, and
university administrators. The findings suggest the need for targeted
interventions to address the identified challenges, such as enhancing support

sources and clarifying guidelines for implementation. Moreover, the study's
mixed-methods approach enhances the generalizability of the findings,
allowing for a comprehensive understanding of stakeholders' perspectives
across diverse institutional contexts.

Despite its contributions, this study has several limitations that should be
acknowledged. Firstly, the sample size may limit the generalizability of the
findings to the broader population of lecturers and students in Indonesian
higher education institutions. Additionally, the use of self-reported measures in
the survey may be subject to response bias and social desirability effects.
Furthermore, the qualitative findings may be influenced by the researchers'
interpretations and biases. Future research should seek to address these
limitations through larger and more diverse samples, as well as triangulation of
data from multiple sources.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This study provides valuable insights into the implementation of the
Merdeka Curriculum in Indonesian higher education institutions from the
perspectives of lecturers and students. The findings reveal a generally positive
perception of the curriculum reform, with stakeholders acknowledging its
potential to promote student autonomy, creativity, and industry alignment.
However, challenges related to support resources and implementation
guidelines were also identified, suggesting the need for targeted interventions
to optimize the effectiveness of the Merdeka Curriculum.

A synthesis of key points from the study underscores the importance of
innovative curriculum reforms in fostering student engagement and preparing
them for the demands of the modern workforce. Despite the positive
perceptions, it is essential to address the identified challenges to ensure the
successful implementation and sustainability of the Merdeka Curriculum. The
important takeaways from this study include the need for ongoing dialogue
and collaboration among stakeholders to refifie and enhance the Merdeka
Curriculum. Additionally, the study highlights the importance of investing in
support resources and professional development initiatives to support lecturers
and students in navigating the transition to new pedagogical approaches.

In conclusion, the findings of this study underscore the significance of
curriculum reforms in Indonesian higher education and provide important
insights for informing future policy decisions and educational practices. By
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addressing the identified challenges and building on the strengths of the
Merdeka Curriculum, Indonesian higher education institutions can better
prepare students for success in the 21st century.

FURTHER STUDY

Building on the findings of this study, future research could explore the
long-term impact of the Merdeka Curriculum on student learning outcomes
and employability. Longitudinal studies could track students' academic and
career trajectories to assess the effectiveness of the curriculum in achieving its
intended goals. Moreover, comparative studies could investigate variations in
the implementation and outcomes of the Merdeka Curriculum across different
disciplines and institutional contexts. Additionally, research focusing on the
perspectives of other stakeholders, such as employers and policymakers, could
provide valuable insights into the broader implications of curriculum reforms
in Indonesian higher education.

While this study contributes to our understanding of the Merdeka
Curriculum implementation, several questions and problems remain
unresolved. Future research could explore the long-term impact of the
curriculum reform on student learning outcomes and employability, as well as
investigate variations in implementation across different disciplines and
institutional contexts.
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